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union which circumstances may not impair, and the grave itself may not conclude."
My aunt Emily had eyes " with depths on depths," and " a profile like that on a coin," " testa Romana," as an old Italian said of her. All the Tennyson sons and daughters except Frederick had the colouring of Italy or the south of France with dark eyes and hair. This foreign colouring may possibly have been derived from a Huguenot ancestor, a relation of Madame de Maintenon. On the Continent my father was never taken for an Englishman, and even in Ireland in 1848, when he was at Valentia, an Irishman rose up from among the fern and heather, and said, " From France, your honour ?" thinking, as he confessed, that he was a Frenchman come to head a revolution.
While Hallam was at Somersby, after the morning's work the Tennysons and he would generally go for long walks together beyond the " bounding hill." Not only was my father fond of walking, but of " putting the stone" and other athletic feats. Mrs Lloyd of Louth writes: " In proof of his strong muscular power, when showing us a little pet pony on the lawn at Somersby one day he surprised us by taking it up and carrying it." Brook-field remarked: " It is not fair, Alfred, that you should be Hercules as well as Apollo." Fitzgerald notes: " Alfred could hurl the crowbar further than any of the neighbouring clowns, whose humours, as well as those of their betters, knight, squire, landlord and lieutenant, he took quiet note of, like Chaucer himself." Yet as he wandered over the wold, or by the brook, he often seemed to be in dreamland, so that one who often saw him then called him " a mysterious being, seemingly lifted high above other mortals, and having a power of intercourse with the spirit-world not granted to others."
In the evening he lived much in his attic den, but now and then came down and listened to the singing